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Learning Experiences in the Rigor/Relevance Framework

 
English Language Arts

 
Elementary Examples
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Quadrant C Assimilation

Give and seek constructive feedback in 
order to improve writing.

Compare similar words to describe 
objects.

Develop a WebQuest on learning 
language skills.

Brainstorm as many words as possible 
to describe an object.

Create and decipher coded messages.

Describe mystery objects to partners 
to strengthen use of descriptions.

Create word puzzles.

Quadrant D Adaptation

Create new words to describe 
phenomena or objects.

Publish a brochure.

Design and create objects related to a 
children’s book.

Plan a family vacation.

Research an issue and write a letter to 
the school board, elected official, or 
local newspaper.

Quadrant A Acquisition

Create a drawing, picture, sign, or 
other graphic to represent a word or 
concept.

Put words together in sentence 
format.

Retell stories.

Respond to oral directions.

Participate in word games.

Develop outlines from a nonfiction 
presentation.

Memorize spelling words.

Create a list of commonly misspelled 
words.

Quadrant B Application

Use job-related tools or clothing to 
stimulate writing and drawing about a 
career.

Read and share content of local 
newspaper.

Present a story through a computer 
graphics application.

Communicate with e-mail pals in 
another country.

Search newspapers for abbreviations 
and acronyms.

Write factual stories about personal 
experiences.

Role play stories.

Write a poem about yourself.
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Learning Experiences in the Rigor/Relevance Framework

 
English Language Arts

 
Middle Level Examples
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Quadrant C Assimilation

Play word games to identify specific 
language usage, such as figurative 
language.

Research the history of words and 
phrases.

Keep a journal of reflection on 
literature.

Write a creative story, such as surviving 
in the wilderness.

Create analogies to explain an idea.

Analyze commercials for fact and 
opinion.

Analyze a character in a novel.

Create a new character in mythology.

Quadrant D Adaptation

Create a Bill of Rights for your school 
or classroom.

Write directions for assembling a 
product or carrying out a procedure.

Create a rubric for evaluating writing 
assignments.

Research and debate a controversial 
issue.

Write a folk tale based on 
contemporary life.

Analyze and rewrite political cartoons.

Quadrant A Acquisition

View movies that depict human 
emotions and behaviors.

Label parts of speech in sentences.

Look up the definition of the “word of 
the day.”

Use library reference tools.

Give oral directions.

Read nonfiction or historical literature.

Locate and describe technical writing.

Quadrant B Application

Conduct an interview.

Conduct a meeting using 
parliamentary procedure.

Conduct an Internet search.

Write captions for cartoons.

Lead a class discussion on a current 
event.

Assemble a product following written 
directions.

Write articles and headlines for a class 
newsletter.

Act out characters in a story.
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English Language Arts

 
High School Examples
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Quadrant C Assimilation

Compare and contrast literary styles of 
different authors.

Relate literature to historical context.

Discuss the role of media in a 
democracy.

Research limits of First Amendment 
freedoms.

Analyze characters from a novel.

Create a storyboard.

Analyze and improve typical student 
writing.

Role play characters from literature in 
new situations.

Write a research report on a national 
problem.

Quadrant D Adaptation

Write and perform a radio play.

Simulate a presidential debate.

Write a legal brief defending a school 
policy.

Prepare a demonstration video.

Review newspaper editorials for a 
week and write a letter to the editor 
expressing an opinion in response to 
one of them.

Develop guidelines for publishing 
content on Internet pages.

Develop a reading list of historical 
biographies for a middle-level social 
studies course.

Debate a current political issue.

Quadrant A Acquisition

Practice SAT vocabulary words.

Select books and read to younger 
children.

Read important works of literature.

Give an extemporaneous speech.

Learn several graphic organizers.

Use word processing outlining and 
table tools.

Write an essay on an historical topic.

Quadrant B Application

Role play a scene from Shakespeare.

Identify and analyze typical body 
language traits.

Create a personal or class website.

Research a career field.

Use word processing software to write 
a business letter.

Prepare a multimedia presentation.
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